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 “Memphis? Seriously…Memphis!” These words were the typical shocked response given by friends and 
family when Amy and I decided to move here. What we tried to express to them then, and since, is that Memphis, 
unlike the misleading perceptions, is nothing short of spectacular. The art community is top-notch. The nightlife 
provides great times. The family experiences like “My Big Backyard” and the new children’s park at Shelby Farms 
are outstanding. The ability to go anywhere in under thirty minutes is mind-boggling (in a good way).  And the 
community is extremely warm and welcoming, which makes the adjustment to a new city feel seamless. 

Yet, since arriving, I have noticed that many Memphians do not appreciate the unbelievable treasures that make 
it unique.  Instead, many, including, sad to say, myself are quick to point out, “the heat is unbearable,” “there is 
nothing fun to do here,” “the crime rate is awful,” or “the public education system is shamefully poor.”  Yet, in 
the various cities in which I have lived previously, each of them has similar issues.  Thus, we need a communal 
confidence boost, so that quickly we can answer the question “What makes Memphis remarkable?” as opposed to 
“What makes Memphis ordinary?”

According to the Leadership Academy, the following facts position Memphis as quite the city for youth and the experienced alike. 

In Scarborough Research’s “Consumers Who Commute 30 Minutes or More One Way to Work” ranking, Memphis   
ranked 3rd in the nation for cities with the quickest commutes. 

According to The Chronicle of Philanthropy, Memphis is the 2nd most generous city. 

In “Living It Up: The Top 100 Fun Cities” by Portfolio.com in 2010, Memphis was named as one of the most fun cities   
in the United States.

According to Careerbliss.com, Memphis ranks as the 28th happiest city for work.

Forbes ranks Memphis the 4th “Happiest City for Job-Seeking Grads.” 

Fortune listed Memphis as the 10th “Best City for Home Buyers.” 

According to Forbes, Memphis is one of the “Best Places to Live Rich” in the United States – a “Bohemian Bargain”   
with a lively downtown and reasonable cost of living.

Flavorwire.com ranked Memphis as one of the best cities in the world for young artists.

I share these facts as Temple Israel unveils the TI Fellowship. Created by Jeff Dreifus, David 
Edelson, Sam Fargotstein, and me, the fellowship seeks to capitalize on all Memphis has to offer. 
Accepting applications now and beginning in the summer of 2013, the fellowship is designed 
for individuals under 28 years old, preferably undergraduates, recent graduates, and graduate 
students seeking meaningful work experience in fields such as the financial sector, law, health 

administration, real estate, marketing, and the media, just to name a few. Beyond providing a quality work experience, which could 
lead to potential employment, the Fellowship will provide a $3,000 stipend, a housing subsidy in hip Memphis areas, professional 
development in partnership with the Leadership Academy, social action projects to make a lasting difference in the community, 
Jewish learning striving to bridge one’s career and communal impact to Jewish values, and, of course, experiencing the rich nightlife 
Memphis has to offer.  

Whether an applicant looking for a meaningful experience in an exceptional city, a parent hoping their child 
returns to Memphis after college, or an organization seeking some of the best and brightest minds around, visit 
the Fellowship’s website at tifellowship.org to apply, to pass along, or to become an internship provider. We 
realize Memphis is not Atlanta, Dallas, New York, Chicago, or Nashville. But Memphis is a gem with not just future 
potential, but also a favorable present. By capitalizing on Memphis’ unparalleled advantages, we hope to encourage 
more Jews to make Memphis a permanent home and together greatly impact our community.

Rabbi Grossman
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